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Burma's democratically elected leadership

Calls For an End to Foreign Business in Burma
Canadian company Ivanhoe Mines is in a 50/50 partnership with Burma's military dictatorship – on par with the Taliban in terms of brutality and repression. Ivanhoe's Monywa Copper Mine is the biggest foreign mining investment in Burma today.

Research done by labour and human rights groups has proven without a doubt that Burma's military regime has been systematically using forced labour country-wide on infrastructure projects – many of which are then utilized by foreign companies.

Because forced labour is so prevalently used by the military regime in Burma, it's impossible to do business there without perpetuating this abuse. Consequently, the International Labour Organization took the strongest action it has ever taken against a member country against Burma. The ILO called on its members – which include Canada – to impose sanctions against Burma in November 2000: 

To "review … the relations that they may have with Burma and take appropriate

 measures to ensure that [Burma] cannot take advantage of such relations to perpetuate or extend the system of forced or compulsory labour."
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It is often children, women and elderly who are sent by families to do the work so the men can continue with the farming or other work necessary to sustain the famil. 

The most dangerous type of forced labour is forced porterage, which occurs in ethnic civil war areas where opposition groups have been resisting the military regime’s control of their land since1962. The army uses ordinary villagers to carry their munitions and supplies in their war against the ethnic opposition. Men are oft 

It is often children, women and the elderly who are sent by families to do the work so the men can continue with the farming or other work necessary to sustain the family. 

The most dangerous type of forced labour is forced porterage, which occurs in ethnic civil war areas where opposition groups have been resisting the military regime’s control of their land since1962. The army uses ordinary villagers to carry their munitions and supplies in their war against the ethnic opposition. Men are often

beaten, women are often gang-raped and both men and women are used by the soldiers as human shields against enemy fire and landmines.


Ivanhoe claims its business operations in Burma are not political and refutes all accusations that its Monywa mine fosters forced labour or other human rights violations. However, in contravening Aung San Suu Kyi and the NLD, they have clearly showed where their allegiance lies. And in partnering with the military junta, Ivanhoe has become an accessory to its crimes. 

The Monywa mine is poised to become a massive income generator for Burma's military regime. It is trying to raise $390 million to expand the mine by opening a new deposit in Letpadaung. Meanwhile, the regime earns royalties and rent from Ivanhoe, amounting to US $885,000 in the year 2000 alone.

Most Burma experts believe that the ILO's call for sanctions was the major factor in prompting the regime to enter into talks with Aung San Suu Kyi in October 2000. While the possibility for these talks to develop into meaningful dialogue appear increasingly dismal, letting up on pressure now – through increased foreign investment – seriously threatens the chances for political reform.


Ivanhoe Mines


Out of Burma!
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vanhoe Mines is a Canadian company which is in partnership with one of the world's most brutal military regimes.  Every year, the United Nations condemns this dictatorship for "gross


and systematic violations of human rights". These abuses include rape, torture, forced labour, forced relocation, denial of freedom of assembly, association and movement. 





Burma's military massacred over 3,000 peaceful protestors in 1988 when student-led demonstrations against military rule erupted throughout the country. Desperate for foreign currency, the regime promised to hold multi-party elections to appease international condemnation and prompt foreign commerce. Despite the regime's extreme repression of opposition parties in advance of the 1990 national elections, the people voted overwhelmingly for Aung San Suu Kyi's National League for Democracy (NLD).





Nobel Peace Prize Winner and leader of the NLD, Aung San Suu Kyi has spent most of the last decade under house arrest. She and her party have been calling on foreign companies not to do business in their country because of the support it provides the military regime. 





You Can Help!











	


Write to Ivanhoe Mines telling them to stop supporting 


Burma's military regime by pulling their business out of 


Burma


Write your Member of Parliament and the Minister of Foreign Affairs demanding that they help put a stop to Canadian corporate support of Burma's military regime. 


Join a Burma Solidarity Group near you or start you own.











See CFOB's website for a Burma Solidarity Group near you at: 


www.cfob.org








Heave-Ho Ivanhoe!





Find out how to contact your Member of Parliament at: www.parl.gc.ca
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Ivanhoe Mines		The Hon. Bill Graham


Mr. Robert Friedland, CEO	Minister of Foreign Affairs and 


Waterfront Centre		 International Trade


900 - 200 Burrard, St.		House of Commons	


Vancouver, BC  V6N 3L6		Ottawa, ON


Fax:				K1A 0A6








Join Canadian


Friends of Burma!
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"We are not against investment per se…We do not think that investment in our country at this time can do our country any good."


  Burmese democracy leader, Aung San Suu Kyi, 1999





What is forced labour?





…Certainly in the case of Ivanhoe's partnership with the military junta, foreign investment is directly propping up the regime." 	


Ken Georgetti, President of Canadian Labour Congress











Burma’s military regime uses its own citizens to carry out hard labour on infrastructure projects throughout the country. Ordinary villagers are forced to build bridges, railways, airports, and tourist sites. They are not paid for their work, and often they must bring their own food and equipment. Medical treatment is not provided. If they cannot work due to illness, old-age, pregnancy, the family must pay a fine. Most people in Burma are so poor they have scarcely enough money for food.  








Ivanhoe Mines Denial




















"… it is impossible to do business with the Burmese  government or 


in Burma without subsidizing forced labour and other human rights violations…"


   Ken Zinn of the


 International Chemical and Mine Workers and Ken Georgetti, President


 of the CLC
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